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Following a t~ricf introduction, the book's 
five chapters consider two distinct themes, 
otter biology and conservation, with an 
emphasis on the lattcr. I found chapters 2 
and 6,  which respectively rcvicw the biology 
of European otters and all othcr spccics, to  
be the most intcrcsting and substantive parts 
of the book. These chapters arc well-orga- 
nized, telegraphic accounts that appear both 
thorough and accurate. Chapters 3 through 
5 mainly concern population status a d  t l ~ c  
conservation of Europcan otters. Here the 
authors raise a wealth of issues that arc 
prcxntcd and discussed objectively and fair- 
ly, despitc thc fact that their own sympathies 
often show through. They d o  an admirable 
jot] of weaving together relevant biological 
facts, historical records, and information 
fro111 othcr spccics o r  other components of  
rivcrinc systems in their analysis of why 
otters have fared well in so~llc arcas and 
poorly in others. Thc approach may be 
uscfi~l in dcvcloping conservation strategies 
for other wildlife species. Howcvcr, cxccs- 
sivc detail is given on  several matters of only 
local intcrcst for which cause and eff'ect 
relationships remain uncertain. As is oftcn 
thc case with poorly known populations of 
wild animals, post factum cxplanations for 
the dcclinc of ottcrs usually arc rathcr spccu- 
lativc. 

This book is an accounting of  facts rathcr 
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formation is contained in the book. Evcn 
though a stronger comparative and synthet- 
ic emphasis would havc attractcd the attcn- 
tion of scientists with broader disciplinary 
interests, as written this book 1s an impor- 
tant account of the Lutrinae. 

J. A. ESTHS 
[J.S. Fish and Wildl(f? Sevvice, 

Institute ofMarine Scienca, 
Universiq qf Calzf6rnia, 
Santa Cruz. CA 95064 

Books Received 
Abortion. 'The (:ontinuing (:ontro\rersy. (:.irol (:. 

Collins and Oliver Tragcr, Ecis. F;~cts on Ftle, New York, 
1986. vi, 185 pp., illus. $24.95. An Editorial on Flle 
Rook. 

Acid Deposition and the  Acidification of Soils 
and Waters. J .  0.Rcuss and 1). W. Johnson. Springer- 
Verlag, New York, 1986. viii, 119 pp., illus. $36. 

Advances in Cancer Control. I I c~ l th  (:arc Fina~ic- 
Ing and Resedrcli. ICC 1;. Mortetisoti, Paul F. ~rlgstro~~m, 
and P.iu1 N. Anderson, Cds. L~ss, New York, 1986. .a, 
480 pp., illus. $74. Progress In C.linic,~l and Biological 
l < e s c ~ ~ r ~ l ~ ,vol. 216. From a meeting, W~shlngton, I)(:, 
March 1985 

Advances in t he  Biology of Turbellarians and 
Related Platyhelminthes. Seth 'l'ylcr, Ed. junk, l )or~ 
drecht, 1986 (US .  distributor, Kluwcr, klingham, MA). 
xviii, 357 pp., illus $1 12. l)cvelopnlents in Hvdrohiolo- 
gy,32. From .i symposium, Fredericton, N ~ M '  U111tis-
wick, C ' I I ~ ~ I ~ ~ I ,  Aug. 1984. Kcprinted fiom H~~drohzolo~za, 
vol. 132 (1986). 

SCIENCE, VOI,. 233  

http:M;~cm~ll.in
http:Springer-Vcrl.ig

